Scripture Lessons

II Chronicles 28: 8-15

® The people of Israel took captive two hundred thousand of their kin, women,
sons, and daughters they also took much booty from them and brought the
booty to Samaria. ° But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was
Oded; he went out to meet the army that came to Samarra and said to them,
“Because the Lord, the God of your ancestors, was angry with Judah, he gave
them 1nto  your hand, but you have killed them in a rage that has reached up to
heaven. '*Now you 1ntend to subjugate the people of Judah and Jerusalem,
male and female, s your slaves. But what have you except sins against the
Lord your God? "' Now hear me, and send back the captrves whom you have
taken from your kindred, for the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you.’

Moreover certain chlefs .stood up against those who were comlng from

the war, " and said to them, “You shall not brlng the captives in here, for you
propose to bring on us gullt against the Lord in addition to our present sins
and guilt. For our gurlt is already great, and there is fierce wrath against
Israel.” ' So the warrlors left the captives and the booty before the officials
and all the assembly. ° Then those who were mentioned by name got up and
took the captives, and with the booty they clothed all that were naked among
them; they clothed them, gave them sandals, provided them with food and
drink, and anointed them; and carrying all the feeble among them on donkeys,
they brought them to their kindred at Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they
returned to Samaria.

Matthew 5: 21-24

21 «You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.” > But I say to
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to
judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the
council; and if you say, “You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. > So
when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother
or sister has something against you, *leave your gift there before the altar and
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your
gift.



Prayer of St. Francis:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.

O Master, let me not seek as much

to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love,

for it is in giving that one receives,

it is in self-forgetting that one finds,

it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,

it 1s in dying that one is raised to eternal life.



