
Scripture Readings 
 

Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

     Serve the Lord with gladness; 
    come into his presence with singing. 

 Know that the Lord is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name. 

 For the Lord is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever 

    and his faithfulness to all generations  
 

Hebrews 11 and 12—Selected Passages 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned 
to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented —  of whom the world was not worthy. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths 
for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 




