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 Prelude 

Introit: Adam lay ybounden          Boris Ord  

*Processional Hymn: #114   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

*Call to Worship:  
We gather in thanksgiving. 

We gather to share the journey of faith. 
We gather with friends and with neighbors. 

We gather with hopes and with losses, doubts and dreams, memories and expectations. 
"Listen up! I have called you by name." 

Gather us in just as we are in this Advent season.  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, God-is-With-Us! 

*Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer 

Welcome and Announcements 

Moment for Stewardship          Elizabeth Nocera 

Advent Wreath Lighting                          The Donovan Family 

*Hymn: #106  “Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring” 

Offertory Invitation 

Offertory Anthem: And the Glory of the Lord            Handel 

*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God for all that love has done; 
 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer 

Children’s Thanksgiving Litany            God’s Neighborhood Classes 
 Song: “The Welcome Table”             Rachael and Sabina Jungkeit  

I'm gonna sit at the Welcome Table, 
I'm gonna sit at the Welcome Table one of these days.  
I'm gonna sit at the Welcome Table, 
sit at the Welcome Table one of these days.  

 

(As children leave. Congregation can remain seated.) 



 

Pastoral Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer Response: Hear Our Prayer 

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 45:3, Matthew 1:1-16, Luke 1: 26- 38      Simphiwe Mbele 
Elizabeth Nocera 

Sermon:  A Genealogy of Calls            Rev. Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager 

*Hymn: #116  “People, Look East” 

Benediction 

Benediction Response: Matin Responsory        Palestrina 

Postlude 

*Congregation Standing 



Scripture Readings 
 

Isaiah 45:3  
“I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so 
that you may know that it is I, the Lord God of Israel, who calls you by your 
name.” 
 
Matthew 1:1-16   
A genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of Miriam, the daughter of Anna: 
Sarah was the mother of Isaac, And Rebekah was the mother of Jacob, 
Leah was the mother of Judah, 
Tamar was the mother of Perez. 
The names of the mothers of Hezron, Ram, Amminadab,Nahshon and Salmon 
have been lost. 
Rahab was the mother of Boaz, and Ruth was the mother of Obed. Obed’s wife, 
whose name is unknown, bore Jesse. The wife of Jesse was the mother of David. 
Bathsheba was the mother of Solomon, 
Naamah, the Ammonite, was the mother of Rehoboam, Maacah was the mother 
of Abijam and the  grandmother of Asa. Azubah was the mother of Jehoshaphat. 
The name of Jehoram’s mother is unknown. 
Athaliah was the mother of Ahaziah, Zibiah of Beersheba, the mother of Joash. 
Jecoliah of Jerusalem bore Uzziah, Jerusha bore Jotham; Ahaz’s mother is 
unknown. 
Abi was the mother of Hezekiah, Hephzibah was the mother of Manasseh, 
Meshullemeth was the mother of Amon, Jedidah was the mother of Josiah. 
Zebidah was the mother of Jehoiakim, Nehushta was the mother of Jehoiachin, 
Hamutal was the mother of Zedekiah. 
Then the deportation of Babylon took place. 
After the deportation to Babylon the names of the mothers go unrecorded. 
These are their sons: Jechoniah, Shealtiel, Zerubbabel, 
Abiud, Eliakim, Azor and Zadok, Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan, Jacob and 
Joseph, the husband of Miriam. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called Christ. 
The sum of generations is there: fourteen from Sarah to David’s mother;  
 fourteen from Bathsheba to the Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the 
Babylonian deportation to Miriam, the mother of Christ. 

-“A Genealogy of Jesus Christ: Alternative to Matthew 1” by Ann Patrick Ware. 
 

 



Luke 1: 26- 38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth,  to a young woman engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. Her  name was Mary. And the angel came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 



Testimonial by Elizabeth K. Nocera: 
DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR SOLACE 

 
As soon as I was asked if I would provide a Stewardship Testimonial, I knew what it was that 
I wanted to say today – but it wasn’t until Steve’s sermon last week that the feeling of well-
being I had carried for the past two years, all through COVID and during a time of great loss 
for my family, was finally given a name – SOLACE.  Thank you for that Steve!  
 
I am guessing that almost every person here today has had some kind of loss, some kind of 
sorrow in these past two years due to COVID.  I’m here to say that I am deeply aware of the 
significant level of change pushed upon us by the pandemic, and I believe we have all been 
touched by it in one way or another.  The old and much over-used idiom that “misery loves 
company” may have been true once but it’s not anything that I’ve ever held to be genuine.  
The belief that miserable people want others to be unhappy just doesn’t cut it for me...and I 
certainly would never want the sadness and loss that my family experienced inflicted on 
anyone.  What does love company though is solace and comfort! 
 
My family and I have gotten to know our ministers on a very deep level over the past two 
years.  We have been graced with their many visits, heartfelt conversations, tears, laughter, 
phone calls, and texts – and have been on the receiving end of true solace, compassion, love, 
and comfort.  When I say they are really, really, really good at their jobs, I mean it!  Scratch 
that – not the part about them being really, really good, but the part about it being a JOB. 
 
Some of us have jobs – the kind of work that you show up at; maybe you have to punch a 
clock in and out, and just go through the motions of doing what is required before leaving for 
the day, only to return to do the very same thing tomorrow and the day after.  Some of us are 
lucky enough to have careers.  The kind of work where you actually feel fulfilled; where you 
are meaningfully engaged; and where you feel you make a difference – at least some of the 
time – or if you are really fortunate, the majority of the time.  
 
I am here to say that what Steve, Laura, and Carleen practice and do isn’t a job – it is truly a 
ministry, a calling, and a gift.  They provide the solace, the faith, the compassion that we all 
need in just the right amount and at just the right time.  I have had the thought and said out 
loud many times, “I don’t know how people and families go through the loss of a loved one or 
other personal tragedy, without a community of faith.”  We continue to be touched every day 
by the solace provided to our family by our ministers, and as equally important, by each and 
every one of you.  The acts of kindness, sympathy, and outpouring of love touched us all 
profoundly and continue to do so.  It is a true blessing that we didn’t have to go through our 
losses without our community of faith and for that we are deeply grateful! 



CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 18 at 10:00 AM 
 

Christmas Eve Services*  
Saturday, December 24  

5:00 PM - The Living Manger 
Service for families with young children  

8:00 PM and 10:00 PM - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
  

Sunday, December 25th Service 
10:00 AM service on Christmas Day featuring Christmas music by the Elm 

City Winds, a woodwind quintet from New Haven.  
  

*Christmas Eve Service Memorial Music & Flowers 
If you would like to make a contribution to our special Christmas Eve music 
and flowers in memory of a loved one, please leave a message at the church 

office, fccol@fccol.org or 860-434-8686 by Friday, December 16th. 

TWO-in-One HOLIDAY SALE 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF OLD LYME 

2 Ferry Road, Old Lyme, CT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 3rd:  9am-3pm 
Sunday, December 4th:  9am-1pm 

UNIQUE & UNUSUAL GIFTS           
Haitian Arts & Crafts  

Palestinian Olive Oils & Soaps    
   Lakota Jewelry & Crafts 

                  Handmade items from “Ladies 
Who Stitch”         

 

ELEPHANTS-IN-WINTER ITEMS 
 Christmas Decorations     

Greens and Wreaths 
Holiday China & Glassware            
Linens, Toys, Paper goods 

Lights, Candles, Ornaments 
Christmas CDs and Books 



The host for Fellowship Hour today is Barbara Macgregor. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New Member Fellowship We’ll gather in the library following worship TODAY, November 
27th for the opportunity to learn more about church membership. New members will be re-
ceived during the Sunday, December 4th in the service. 
 
PF meeting TODAY, we’ll be serving dinner for the New London Community Meal Center. 
We’re carpooling from the church by 3:30. 
 
Midnight Run: PF is collecting socks, hats, gloves, gently used coats and toiletries for the 
Breakfast Run to NYC on December 10th. Bins in the CE office next to the elevator. Thank 
you! 
 
Tree of Life Journey Our upcoming Tree of Life journey is scheduled from Feb. 15 to Feb. 
25, 2023. We will have the opportunity to go and witness for ourselves the inspiring work of 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim champions of human rights and voices of conscience in Pales-
tine and Israel. Our travels will allow us to meet with our friends in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Hebron and Nazareth who are eager to welcome us. After our sojourn in the Land of Promise, 
some will also take part in an extension to Saudi Arabia from Feb. 25th to March 3rd. You’ll 
find information about our Tree of Life journey in the November newsletter, but if you might 
be considering taking part in this journey, please contact Rev. David W. Good, Founder of 
Tree of Life Education Fund and Minister Emeritus for FCCOL. 
 
Ushers If you would like to usher, please step forward and tell the deacon at the door as you 
arrive. We appreciate your participation! 
 
The Partnership Store Will be open today after the service. We’re offering goods and crea-
tions from Haiti, Palestine, Tribal Crafts, and the Ladies Who Stitch. 

———————————————————————–—–—–— 
Calendar of Events and Meetings 

New Members Meeting TODAY at 11:30 am in the Sheffield Auditorium. 
SPF - New London Community Meal Center TODAY at 4:00 pm. 

LWS Monday, November 28 at 10:00 am in the Sheffield Auditorium. 
Yoga Tuesday & Thursday at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Senior Choir Wednesday, November 30 at 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bible Study Thursday, December 1 at 11:00 am in the Library and on Zoom. 

Church Council Thursday, December 1 at 7:00 pm in the Library. 


