Scripture Readings

Isaiah 44: 9-18

All who make idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit;
their witnesses neither see nor know, and so they will be put to shame. Who
would fashion a god or cast an image that can do no good? All its devotees
shall be put to shame; the artisans, too, are merely human. Let them all
assemble; let them stand up; they shall be terrified; they shall all be put to
shame.

The blacksmith works it with a tool over the coals, shaping it with hammers
and forging it with his strong arm; he becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he
drinks no water and is faint. The carpenter stretches a line, marks it out with a
stylus, fashions it with planes, and marks it with a compass; he makes it in
human form, with human beauty, to be set up in a shrine. He cuts down cedars
or chooses a holm tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the
forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. Then it can be used as fuel.
Part of it he takes and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Then
he makes a god and worships it, makes it a carved image and bows down
before it. Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he roasts meat, eats it, and
1s satisfied. He also warms himself and says, “Ah, I am warm by the fire!” The
rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, bows down to it and worships it; he
prays to it and says, “Save me, for you are my god!”

They do not know, nor do they comprehend, for their eyes are shut, so that they
cannot see, and their minds as well, so that they cannot understand.

Ephesians 2: 8-10, 13-15

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them.

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both into one
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us,
abolishing the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace.



Tree of Life Travelers
February 15th-March 3rd, 2023

Ghoufran Allababidi
Seja Allababidi
Sajed Allababidi

Laura Fitzpatrick
Susan Switzer Colihan
Ken Roberts
Lecia Harbison
Elizabeth Nocera
Lucia Tull Chapman

Catherine Keyes
Mansoor Bilal
Mehreen Bilal
Aasil Aftab
Naeema Malik
Adil Malik
Aisha G Aly
Fatima G Aly
Najd Alshammary
Rim Al Bukaai
Rahaf Al Bukaai
Erica Wimber Avena
Robert Avena
Mustafa Mobalel
Muhammad R Ali
Ahmad G Aly
Faris Salih
Kate Summerlin
Arig Elhamouly
Rian Aouadi



