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Prelude 

Introit: Just a Closer Walk with Thee            arr. Bruce Greer 
Old Lyme Ringers; Kelli O’Connor, clarinet  

*Processional Hymn: “For Everyone Born” (next page) 

*Call to Prayer:              Sajed Allababidi 

*Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer           Aisha Aly 

Welcome and Announcements            

Opening Reflection:             Ghoufran Allababidi 
President, Tree of Life Educational Fund 

*Hymn: #515  “This is My Song” 

Offertory Invitation 

Offertory Anthem: He, Watching Over Israel from Elijah  
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer 

Children’s Message              Ghoufran and Seja Allababidi 

“Amen”             Delaney Donovan 

Pastoral Prayer      Rev. Susan Switzer Colihan 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pastoral Prayer Response: As We Are Gathered 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 18:1-14; Amos 5:24 

Sermon: Whichever Route Love’s Caravan Shall Take: Reflections on Our Tree of 
Life Journey     Rev. Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager, Fatima Aly, Ken Roberts  

and Lecia Harbison, Mansoor Bilal, Kate Summerlin 

*Hymn: #477  “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

Benediction 

Benediction Response: God so loved the world from Crucifixion 
John Stainer (1840-1901)  

Postlude 

*Congregation Standing 







Scripture Readings 
 

Genesis 18:1-14 
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three people standing 
near him. When Abraham saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, 
and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do 
not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your serv-
ant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent 
to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead 
it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, 
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate. 
The visitors said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in 
the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your 
wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance be-
hind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The 
Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 
child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set 
time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.”  
 
Amos 5:24 
"Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream."  



Choir Anthems Today 
Offertory Anthem: He, watching over Israel from Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-1847) 
Text: He, watching over Israel, slumbers not, nor sleeps. Shouldst thou, walking 
in grief, languish, He will quicken thee. 
 
Benediction Response: God so loved the world from Crucifixion by John 
Stainer (1840-1901) 
Text: God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not 
His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him 
might be saved. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We thank you for worshipping with us. Following the life and teachings of Jesus,  we are a church that 

strives to be a place of grace, welcoming all regardless of theological expression, age, race, gender, sexual 
identity, national origin or financial means. In our Church Constitution we recognize that “each member 
shall have the undisturbed right to follow the word of God according to the dictates of his or her own con-

science, under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.” The First Congregational Church of Old Lyme, estab-
lished in 1665, cherishes this proud Pilgrim tradition. We are honored by your presence among us, and we 

invite you to help us become what we endeavor to be. 



The host for Fellowship Hour today is Kristen Clark . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

During Fellowship hour today, Allison Behnke and friends of the Lyme Youth Service Bureau 
will offer a Photo Booth set up as part of their "Show Up" event to be held in June. They're trav-
eling throughout the community asking neighbors, How do you show up for others? Check it out! 
 
The Lyme Refugee Resettlement Committee is now looking for people to help with new refu-
gees who may be coming in the near future. We offer help in many ways to get the family settled 
in Old Lyme. If interested please call Joe Cipparone at 867-912-7161 or Robin Sedgwick at 860-
434-2114 if interested in finding out more of what we do.  
 
PF Youth Group (Middle and High School): Join us for a trip to NYC on Saturday, March 
25th for the 2 pm premiere of Alexander Zeldin’s LOVE at the Park Avenue Armory. Meet at the 
church at 9:30 and we’ll carpool to the MetroNorth train in New Haven. Cost $40.00 plus train 
fare. Tickets going fast! Email Laura to reserve tix at lfitz.nager@gmail.com. More show details 
at: https://armoryonpark.org. 
 
Calling all those who signed up to read from Dante's Inferno: we'll have a planning meeting 
to work out organizational details on Sunday, March 26, at 11:30 in the Sheffield Auditorium. 
We'll cover topics like timing, flow, how to read publicly, and other questions that may arise. 
Thanks to everyone who is taking part! 
 
Tree of Life. Many thanks to all of our Tree of Life travelers and friends who shared their reflec-
tions and also came to support one another! 
 
Turkey/Syria Earthquake Response: The Board of Missions has allocated $4,000 to help victims 
of earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. An additional $2,000 has been sent by members of the congre-
gation. This week we forwarded the accumulated $6,000 to IRC (International Rescue Committee) 
of New York to aid in the rescue support work they have already begun. If further donations are 
received, they will be forwarded as quickly as possible. Should you want to make an additional gift, 
please do so by sending your gift to the office as a check made out to FCCOL with “earthquake 
relief” in the memo line. 
 
Church World Service (CWS) Blanket Drive: In 2022 blankets and kits were distributed to 
people who had lost everything during the wildfires in California. The blankets are flame retard-
ant, water repellent and therefore also useful for fire fighters. Church World Service has helped 
767 Ukrainian and Moldovan families with blankets and other winter items. Each blanket costs 
only $10. Please make checks payable to LBS. CWS envelopes are available in the pews and can 
be put in the offering plate or sent to the church c/o LBS. 
 

———————————————————————–—–—–— 
Calendar of Events and Meetings 

LWS Monday, March 20 at 10:00 pm in Sheffield Auditorium. 
Grief & Caregivers Group Wednesday, March 22 at 5:00 pm in Hoag Parlor. 
Old Lyme Ringers Wednesday, March 22 at 6:30 pm in Sheffield Auditorium. 

Senior Choir Wednesday, March 22 at 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Bible Study Thursday, March 23 at 11:00 am in the Library. 

PF NY Matinee Saturday, March 25 at 9:30 am. 
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https://armoryonpark.org

