Order of Worship
January 17, 2021

Prelude (Simon)

Call to Worship/Invocation/The Lord’s Prayer (Laura)

Hymn #469: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Welcome and Announcements (Laura)

Scripture Reading:

Daniel 3, Selected Verses (The Story of the Fiery Furnace)

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was
six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.

A herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, ° that when
you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you
are to fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. ¢ Whoever
does not fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.”

At this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. ® They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar: “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king.
They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be
brought in; so they brought those men before the king. ¥ Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not
worship the golden statue that I have set up?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need
to present a defense to you in this matter. !7 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us.[®! 18 But if not, be it
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden
statue that you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that
his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was

customary, 2® and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 2! So the men were bound, still
wearing their tunics, their trousers,[! their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown
into the furnace of blazing fire.



24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors,
“Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?”” They answered the king, “True, O
king.” 25 He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are
not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.”

Pastoral Prayer (Carleen)

Invitation to the Offering (Carleen)

Offertory Hymn #472: 1 Would Be True (Brian)

Prayer After the Offering (Carleen)

Sermon: The Furnace of the Truth (Steve)

Hymn #477: God of Grace and God of Glory

Benediction (Steve)



